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How to Prepare Your Class for the Distance Learning Presentation 

 

Teacher Information will be sent or made available to you prior to the program. 

  

Please familiarize yourself with the materials and discuss them with your class. 

 

Have the Teacher Information Packet (T.I.P.) materials on hand in the classroom, 

ready for the program.  These materials may be used during the videoconference. 

 

Be prepared to facilitate by calling on students yourself during the lesson.  

Students are sometimes initially shy about responding to questions during a 

distance learning lesson. 

 

Explain to students that this is an interactive medium and encourage them to ask 

questions. 

 

Reinforce topics discussed in the program by asking students to complete some of 

the suggested pre- and post-conference activities in the Teacher Information 

Packet. 

 

We ask teachers, after the program, to please fill out the Evaluation Form and 

return it to: 

Dale Hilton/Distance Learning 

The Cleveland Museum of Art 

11150 East Boulevard 

Cleveland, OH 44106 

 

Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

Distance Learning at the Cleveland Museum of Art  

In Association With  

The Anti-Defamation League, Cleveland Office 

 

“RACE” IS A FOUR LETTER WORD 

Grades 7-12 

 

Teacher Information Guide 

 

 

Program Objectives:  

Students will learn and understand that: 

1. Objects (paintings, sculptures and decorative arts) from various historical periods reflect 

cultural beliefs and values of the period in which they were made. The cultural ideas 

reflected in works of art might express perceptions that may or may not be accurate about the 

group of people portrayed—how they look and seem. This is an issue of the artist’s cultural 

context influencing what is created. In addition, often unknowingly, the viewer’s background 

may also impact his or her perception of the piece. 

2. Information about an art object can influence students’ perceptions of the object. 

3. Certain skills help us investigate works of art: description, analysis and evaluation.  

 

 

Program Description: 

This lesson provides students with the opportunity to critically examine works of art from 

various time periods and consider not only ways that race and racial groups have been depicted 

in various societies, but also how those depictions might perpetuate stereotypes and biased 

thinking. 

  

 

Note to Teachers: 

Time permitting; one of the activities planned for the distance learning lesson is a role-playing 

exercise.  It will help greatly if you facilitate the beginning of this activity by encouraging 

students to participate. 
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Common Core State Standards Applicable: 
 

English Language Art & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects- 

7th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher 

led) with diverse partners on grade76 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.3 

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning 

and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.4 

Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with 

pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 

volume, and clear pronunciation 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.7.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 

procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.7.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

8th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher 

led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.3 

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning 

and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is 

introduced. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.4 

Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with 

relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.8.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 

procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.4 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.8.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Grades 9-10 
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any 

fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that 

listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style 

are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 

procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.4 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Grades 11-12 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the 

stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 

perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 

perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are 

appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 

procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

 

 

National Education Standards: 
For Fine Arts - Visual Arts (grades 5-8, 9-12): 

 Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures. 
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 Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines. 

 Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas 

For Social Sciences - Civics (grades 5-8, 9-12): 

 Principles of democracy 

 Roles of the citizen. 

For Language Arts - English (grades K-12): 

 Evaluation Strategies 

 Understanding the Human Experience 

 Communication Skills 

 Multicultural Understanding 

 Participating in Society 

 

 

Selected Vocabulary:   

(From “Prejudice: You Can BEAT IT!”©Anti-Defamation League, 2000) 

Stereotype (an idea) – An oversimplified generalization about an entire group of people, 

without regard for individual differences. Even positive stereotypes, such as Asians are good at 

math and computers, have a negative impact. 

Prejudice (a feeling) – Pre-judgment; making a decision about a person or group of people 

without sufficient knowledge.  Prejudicial thinking is based on stereotypes.  Prejudice is a feeling 

or attitude. 

Discrimination (an action) – The behavior that can follow prejudicial thinking. Discrimination 

is the denial of justice and fair treatment in many arenas, including employment, housing and 

political rights. 

 

Bigotry – Prejudice and/or discrimination against one or all members of a particular group based 

on negative perceptions of their beliefs and practices, or on negative group stereotypes. 

 

Racism – A prejudice and/or discrimination based on the myth of race.  Racists believe that 

some groups are born superior to others and, in the name of protecting their race from 

“contamination,” they justify the domination and destruction of races they consider to be inferior 

to their own. 

 

Anti-Semitism – A form of religious bigotry.  It is prejudice or discrimination against Jews, 

based on negative ideas about Jews’ religious beliefs and practices and/or negative group 

stereotypes. 
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Prerequisite Activities:    
(Choose at least one) 

1. Have students use the image of The Power of Music (William Sydney Mount, 1847) as a 

point of departure.  Ask them to complete one of the following writing assignments: 

 A creative story about the painting. 

 A description of a similar scene if it were occurring this year. 

 Five diary entries from the point of view of one of the characters in the painting. 

 

2. Have students debate the following statement: Sports team names referring to ethnic 

groups are beneficial.  They promote recognition of that group. Examples: Atlanta 

“Braves,” Cleveland “Indians,” Kansas City “Chiefs,” Washington “Red Skins.” Teachers 

may ask students to consider in their response the adoption of “mascots,” replete with 

feathers, buckskins, beads, spears, and “war paint” and “pep” gestures like the “Indian 

Chant” and “Tomahawk Chop.” 

 

 

Teaching Extensions: 

1. Have students bring in a family photograph that is several years old.  The picture could be of 

the student or preferably a relative.  Tell the students that they are going to use these 

photographs as historical documents.  Pair students and ask them to exchange photographs.  

Ask each student to prepare by making a chart with four columns, each headed by one of the 

following terms, Description, Analysis, Interpretation, and Evaluation, on a piece of 

notebook paper.  The student should complete the four-step process by studying the 

photograph that was handed to him or her and by filling in as much information as possible 

for each category.  

For Description, describe several physical aspects of the image without making any 

judgements.  For Analysis, try to place the image in a cultural context considering time, place 

and accuracy of representation (was there a point of view or bias expressed by the person 

who took the picture for example, what was the purpose of the photo?).  For Interpretation, 

think of a story of the person(s) in the picture. What do they do? What are they thinking 

about? What is something that could have happened to them? For the final phase Evaluation, 

have students think about their own responses to the photograph. Does your knowledge or 

lack of knowledge of the person pictured allow for variations in reactions to the photo? 

 

 Encourage students to examine things like facial expressions, clothes, background and 

props to see how much they can glean about the person(s) in the picture.  

 Have them consider possible distortions or misperceptions that could occur from looking 

at the photographs without sufficient background information.   
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 After students have completed their charts, have the “owner” explain each photograph. 

 Discuss how perceptions might change once background information is made available. 

Materials list: a photograph from the students’ home, notebook paper, pencils. 
 

 

2. Using magazines that are directed at predominately Caucasian, African American, Latino/a, 

or Asian American audiences, have students compare and contrast how racial groups are 

depicted from “within” the group versus “outside” the group. 

 

 

3. As an alternative, students can be given the following statement, which is inspired by the 

web site. They can follow up with the suggested activity.   

Statement: Among individuals, perception can vary due to cultural factors such as 

occupation, education, and upbringing.   

 To test this idea, have students observe “perception filters” related to educational, age, 

gender and cultural differences.  Using pictures from the magazines described in 

extension #2 (above) have the students select a picture to share with an older or 

differently educated relative or friend.  Students should first write down their own 

reactions to the image and then add the reaction of the other person after he or she has 

looked at the picture. 

Materials list: Magazines aimed at specific ethnic audiences. 

 

4. For other ideas see the enclosed booklet: Prejudice You Can BEAT IT! 101 ways to make 

your community a prejudice-free zone, Anti-Defamation League, 2000. 

 

 

For Further Reading: 
1. Hate Hurts: How Children Learn and Unlearn Prejudice.  A guide for adults and children 

including additional resources, written by Caryl Stern-LaRosa and Ellen Hofheimer 

Bettmann, Anti-Defamation League.  Published by Scholastic, 2000.  A selected 

bibliography for Middle and High School Age Levels is included in this packet. 

 

2. The enclosed bibliography from Visions of Race (a seminar presented by The Cleveland 

Museum of Art on February 3, 2001.) 
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Related Websites of Interest: 

Hint: search under terms such as race relations, diversity, multicultural 

 Resources for teachers using PBS materials, http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/search.htm   

 Multicultural Pavilion: Resources and Dialogues for Equity in Education, 

http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/    

 Hair Today, http://spiral.uic.edu/sites/Projects/P011/P011_first.html      
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Distance Learning at the Cleveland Museum of Art  

 

“RACE” IS A FOUR LETTER WORD: 

Bibliography from Hate Hurts 

An Anti-Defamation League Publication 

 

 
A Level Playing Field: Sports and Race, Hu, Evaleen. Lerner Publications, 1995. 

 

Anne Frank Remembered, Gies, Miep. Simon & Schuster, 1988. 

 

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, Frank, A. Doubleday Dell, 1952. 

 

A Sporting Chance: Sports and Gender, Steiner, A. Lerner Publications, 1995. 

 

Battlefields and Burial Grounds, Echo-Hawk, R.C. & Echo-Hawk, W.R. Lerner Publications, 

1994. 

 

Chernowitz, Arrick, Fran. Penguin, 1983. 

 

Civil Rights: The Long Struggle, Lucas, Eileen. Enslow Publishers, 1996. 

 

Everything You Need to Know about Bias Incidents, Osburn, Kevin. The Rosen Publishing 

Group, 1994. 

 

Everything You Need to Know About Discrimination, Palmer, E. The Rosen Publishing Group, 

1995. 

 

Growing Up Gay, Reed, Rita, WW Norton, 1997. 

 

Heeding the Call: Jewish Voices in America’s Civil Rights Struggle, Finklestein, N. The 

Jewish Publication Society, 1997. 

 

Japanese-American Internment in American History, Fremon, D.K. Enslow Publishers, 1996. 

 

Journey of the Sparrows, Buss, F.L. Lodestar Books, 1991. 

 

My Grandma’s in a Nursing Home, Delton, Judy & Tucker, Dorothy. Albert Whitman & 

Company, 1986. 

 

My Two Uncles, Vigna, Judith. Albert Whitman & Company, 1995. 

 

New Kids in Town: Oral Histories of Immigrant Teens, Bode, J. Scholastic, 1989. 
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Reach for the Moon, Abeel, S. Pfeifer-Hamilton, 1994. 

Rights of Women, Wharton, M. Gloucester Press, 1989. 

 

Straight Talk about Prejudice, Kranz, R. Facts on File, 1991. 

 

The Relocation of the North American Indian, Dunn, J.M. Lucent books, 1995. 

 

The Singing Man, Medearis, Angela Shelf. Holiday House, 1994. 

 

The Sneetches, Dr. Seuss, Random House, 1961. 

 

Up to the Plate, Galt, M.F. Lerner Publications, 1995. 

 

Voices from the Fields, Atkin, S. Beth. Little Brown, 1993. 

 

Working Together Against Racism, Milios, R. The Rosen Publishing Group, 1995. 

 

Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Sarajevo, Filipovic, Z. Penguin, 1993. 
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The Cleveland Museum of Art Distance Learning Evaluation Form 
 

Your Name______________________________________________________________ 

Your School_____________________________________________________________ 

School Address (with zip code) _____________________________________________ 

E-mail Address __________________________________________________________ 

Grade/Class of students (e.g. 10th grade French) ______________________________ 

Program Title ___________________________________________________________ 

Program Date ___________________________________________________________ 

Thank you so much for your participation in our distance learning program. We would appreciate 

your response to these questions by circling the appropriate answer and returning the survey.  

Please Mail or Fax to Dale Hilton at 216-707-6679 

5= Strongly Agree 4= Agree 3= Neither Agree nor Disagree 

2= Disagree  1= Strongly Disagree 

 

1. The teacher information packet was helpful for preparing my class and me for the distance learning 

lesson. 

5  4  3  2  1 

 

2. The teaching style of the on-camera instructor was interesting, engaging and fostered interaction. 

5  4  3  2  1 

 

3. The Teacher Information Packet was helpful in providing interdisciplinary extension activities that I 

did use or plan to use. 

5  4  3  2  1 

 

4. The distance learning lesson successfully taught its objectives. 

5  4  3  2  1 

 

5. The distance learning lesson was not interrupted by technical difficulties. 

5  4  3  2  1 

  

6. The pre-requisites the distance learning lesson and extensions are aligned with The National 

Education standards. 

5  4  3  2  1 

 

7. I plan to register for another distance learning lesson.  

(circle one) 

   Yes    No 

 If no, why?______________________________________________________________ 
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8.  I would like more information about The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Teacher Resource Center. 

 (circle one) 

   Yes    No 

 

9.  Why did you choose The Cleveland Museum of Art Distance Learning? 

 (circle one) 

 

a.) Price Point 

b.) Quality of lessons 

c.) Selection of lessons 

d.) Ease of working with CMA 

e.) Other 

 

10. How did you hear about The Cleveland Museum of Art Distance Learning program? 

 (circle all that apply) 

 

a.) CMA inservice 

b.) CILC 

c.) TWICE 

d.) Conference 

e.) Brochure 

f.) The Cleveland Museum of Art website 

g.) The Teacher Resource Center 

h.) Other 

 

 

11.  Do you have any additional comments about the distance learning lesson? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return the completed teacher evaluation form to: 

 

Dale Hilton/Distance Learning 

The Cleveland Museum of Art 

11150 East Boulevard 

Cleveland, OH 44106 

 

Or fax to Dale Hilton at 216-707-6679 
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Image for: “Race” Is a Four Letter Word 

The Power of Music, 1847 

William Sydney Mount, (American, 1807-1868) 

Oil on canvas 

1991.110 
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Close the Book on Hate - 101 Ways to Combat Prejudice 
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